
 

  
 

God Bless the Knights of Columbus. 

SK Richard White 

local society for Catholic men who 
would be able to gain strength to aid 

each other in time of sickness; to 
provide for decent burial and render 
pecuniary assistance to the families 

of deceased members. According to 
the original founders, the Knights 
were designed to help Catholic men 

remain steadfast in their faith 
through mutual encouragement, to 
promote closer ties of fraternity 
among them, and to set up an ele-

mentary system of insurance so that 
the widows and children of mem-
bers in the group who might die 

would not find themselves in dire 

straits. 

     Are any of those original ideas 

relevant as a basis to join the 
Knights of Columbus in todayõs 
world? I think the answer is defi-

nitely, yes. The Knights of Columbus 

 May-June 2010 

Brothers, 

  In 1881, Fr. Michael J. McGiv-

ney had a vision.  Times were 

very tough and the church was 

under fire.  Families were 

struggling to make ends meet, 

somewhat like today.  Fr. 

McGivney gathered a small 

group of men together.  His 

vision was to instill charity and 

unity on their families in times 

of need.  They called them-

selves òThe Knights of Colum-

busó.  Today, 2010, we are the 

largest Catholic Fraternal Or-

ganization in the world.  Our 

council has done many good 

and charitable deeds for our 

church and community this past 

year, but not much for our 

brothers in need.  Letõs not for-

get we are brothers, and some 

might need our help.  We are 

forming a relief committee.  This 

committee will investigate the 

needs of our brother Knights and 

help them in a discreet way as 

not to embarrass them.   

   Our state convention is ap-

proaching, this is a chance for all 

of our member to have a good 

time for all of the work they 

have done for our council this 

year and to show the state what 

a good council we are! 

today feel that this organization is 
where they can be accepted and 

welcomed as Catholics united in 
brotherhood. Even though we have 
become an organization strong in the 

virtue of Charity, we still need to 
unite as brothers coming together 
and providing aid to each other. 

Members of the Knights believe that 
the proudest boast of all time iséòI 
am an American Catholic citizenó.  
Undoubtedly, McGivneyõs vision of a 

fraternal brotherhood for Catholic 
men has truly been recognized in the 
Knights of Columbus. We the mem-

bers of the Martin B. Power council 
stand together, united in faith, and to 

one another. 

Your Fraternal Brother  

David Sullivan  

Council Recorder  

Unity   

   Father McGivneyõs idea for a 
unique, fraternal organization based 

on American patriotism and Ca-
tholicism was mainly based on the 
times in which he lived.   In one of 

his first letters concerning the 
Knights of Columbus, McGivney 
wrote that he longed to establish a 
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      There is no more powerful and dynamic characteristic of a successful organization 

than its ability to organize in a unified manner.  Ten or twenty individuals sharing many 

great and effective ideas can be very exciting.  When these same individuals take the next 

step beyond sharing ideas and act upon theméthey become extremely powerful.  There 

are many examples of this in history:  Our Catholic church for example which is the 

unity of over one billion individuals united under God and our Pope, the Vicar of Christ;  

the original forefathers with their passionate ideas of freedom and liberty gave birth to 

the most successful country ever on earth, the United States of America; Christopher 

Columbus leading a group of 120 sailors whose teamwork and dedication resulted in the 

discovery of a new world; over 100 years ago, Father Michael McGivney inspiring men to 

harness their love of church and family to join together and form our wonderful order of 

laymen called the Knights of Columbus. 

    

      The main theme in all these examples is that there were 

many individuals laboring together to produce a mutually benefi-

cial effect. Striving together they harnessed the strength and uni-

fied convictions of many to achieve their mission.  Letõs always 

remember, each of us individually can be somewhat effective.  

But, working together in a unified fashion and with Godõs assis-

tance, there is not much we canõt 

accomplish.   

 

As always, keep the faith. 

Tony V.   
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Prayer for Vocations  
Heavenly Father , bless Your Church with an abundance of holy and zealous priests, 

deacons, brothers and sisters. Give those You have called to the married state and 

those You have chosen to live as single persons in the world the special graces that 

their lives require. Form us all in the likeness of Your Son so that in Him, with Him 

and through Him we may love You more deeply and serve You more faithfully, 

always and everywhere. With Mary we ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.  
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